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Connelly Law is an elder law firm that specializes
in estate planning and probate law, as well as being a Professional Fiduciary. Our firm, established in
1970, continues to serve Rhode Island, Connecticut
and Massachusetts. To ensure that our clients' assets
are not only protected throughout their lives, but
after they pass away as well, our firm helps clients
create clear and concise estate plans.
For clients who are facing probate regarding a
loved one's estate, we have the ability to assist
them throughout the entire process.

Our firm offers clients the highest quality in legal
representation and we are licensed to practice
before the Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Federal Bars.
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Medicaid Crisis
Planning

Attorney Connelly practices in the area of elder
law. This area of law involves Medicaid planning
and asset protection advice for those individuals entering nursing homes, planning for the possibility of disability through the use of powers of
attorney for the both health care and finances,
guardianship, estate planning, probate and
estate administration, preparation of wills, living
trusts and special or supplemental needs trusts.
Our firm handles contested and uncontested
probate court matters and provides a wide
range of fiduciary services to our clients in acting as trustee, attorney-in-fact, representative
payee or other court appointments.
Attorney Connelly represents clients primarily in
the states of Rhode Island, Connecticut and the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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Planning Ahead

What About My Spouse?

How Can Connelly Law Help?

Illness can strike at anytime.
When it does and longterm care is needed, it can
be physically debilitating
and financially crippling. If
you wait too long to plan,
your options for protecting
assets are much more limited. Planning while you are still healthy keeps
you in control of your future.

If your spouse becomes ill and needs long-term
care, all of your assets will need to be disclosed
and most of them spent to pay for your spouse’s
care. With proper planning, however, you can
preserve far more through utilizing asset exemptions to prevent “spousal impoverishment”.

There are many complexities in applying for
Medicaid, but it’s important to understand
that this program is in place to help families
like yours. Early planning ensures you receive
the benefits you deserve while protecting as
much of your hard earned assets as the law
allows. At Connelly Law, we do a thorough
and complete evaluation of your income, assets, your health and your family network. Our
office will provide you with an estate and asset protection questionnaire in which you will
list your income, resources, life insurance policies, stocks and annuities. These must be
carefully reviewed, to see what assets can be
captured and what assets are exempt. Trusts,
Wills, Living Wills, Powers of Attorney and
deeds are reviewed. We then put together a
unique plan for you that anticipates the time
when a Medicaid application may need to
be submitted. In the end, it’s all about keeping life stress free for you and your family.

But I Have Medicare...
Medicare provides health insurance for hospital
services, doctor’s visits and prescriptions. It is also
used to cover the costs of rehabilitation services
such as physical, speech and occupational therapy - for a limited period of time. It will not pay
for most aspects of long-term care. After the rehabilitation stops, the program that will pay for
long-term care is Medicaid.

What is Medicaid?
Medicaid is a program funded primarily by the
federal government that provides for the health
needs of those with limited assets. Medicaid is set
up to pay for nursing home care but also administers waivers that pay for limited home care. To
financially qualify, individuals must meet certain
financial requirements with a limited amount of
liquid assets in place. If there are assets in excess
of the Medicaid limits, an individual must pay privately until those resources are exhausted. This is
where Medicaid Planning comes into play.
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What’s the Lookback Period?
The Medicaid look-back period is a specific
timeframe before a person applies for Medicaid.
It is 60 months in all states except California,
where it is 30 months. During this period, if Medicaid finds that an applicant has gifted or sold
assets under a fair market value, the applicant is
penalized. This penalty could be months or even
years, depending on the value of the divestments. However, with expert assistance and appropriate planning using an experienced elder
law attorney, you can give yourself the best opportunity to qualify for Medicaid when you need
it.

Emergency (Crisis) Planning
Yes, planning ahead gives you the best opportunity at qualifying for Medicaid. But what if an
emergency occurs? Will you lose everything you
have worked for? The good news is that there
are a number of emergency Medicaid strategies
that can be used when confronting a sudden
medical situation. However, these strategies are
complex and difficult for many to handle without
the advice and counsel of a qualified and experienced Medicaid planning attorney.

“Helping you preserve everything that you
have worked for is of utmost
importance to me. I will
evaluate your situation
and provide you with a
clear plan of action
based on decades of elder law experience. Call
my office today at 401-7249400.”
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